HSB 4MI
INDEPENDENT STUDY UNIT BOOKLET
Our independent study unit takes the form of a literature review which is a written presentation of published information from a variety of reliable sources on a specific topic related to issues of social change in Canadian society.

· PHASE 1 – Identifying the research question, proposing a thesis, identifying headings for your research, locating at least four resources

· PHASE 2 – Full introduction, outline of points to be given under each heading in final paper, resources in correct bibliographic MLA style

· PHASE 3 – Final paper

What is a Literature Review?

It is a comprehensive, unbiased written presentation of published information from a variety of reliable sources on a specific topic.

· Comprehensive – covers all aspects of the topic needed to present the ideas clearly

· Unbiased – does not deliberately omit information which presents a certain viewpoint

· shows both sides of an issue

· However, in the conclusion, may show that more information was available to support the question, issue or argument in one direction or the other

· Variety and Reliable Resources – facts, ideas and findings from

     Non-fiction textbooks, research journals, newspapers, non-popular 

     magazines, statistical tables, agency brochures, behaviour

     programs and personal consultations

Examples of reliable sources
        Examples of non-reliable sources

         - less than 5 years old


- more than 10 years old

         - Stats Canada


- tabloids

         - academic journals (see TRELLIS)                 - newspaper articles (unless a 

         - book written by professionals                           research article)

           (check author’s credentials)                           - popular magazines such as:

         - Internet sites from professional


           Canadian Living

            institutions – check credentials                                 Vogue

   - magazines that include well researched

Redbook

            articles, such as Psychology Today


MacLean’s

         - newspapers (only if the articles


Time

            are researched e.g. Special section on                     Newsweek

            aging)  



                      - popular Internet sites such as  

                                                                                   
“Ask Jeeves”


THESIS STATEMENT

A.  DEFINITION:  a specific statement that summarizes the point of view you will take in your research paper.

B.  STEPS IN DEVELOPING A THESIS STATEMENT:

    1.  Begin with a general topic or subject you wish to research.

    2.  Develop a research question.

    3.  Turn your question into a focused research topic.

· gather information from a wide variety of sources

· look for a central idea or theme that recurs in your notes

· generate some opinions based on your notes

2. Write your thesis statement in clear, concise language.  It should 

     also provide an indication of purpose, direction, and the main divisions 

     of your paper.

YOUR THESIS STATEMENT PROVIDES THE ANSWER TO YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION.

C.  CHARACTERISTICS OF A SUCCESSFUL THESIS STATEMENT:

1. It sets limits on the scope of what you will cover in the paper.

2. It is specific.  Anyone reading the statement should know what the paper is about.

3. It unifies the ideas in the paper.  It must be written first, before you begin the outline and before you write the paper itself.

4. It provides a way to hold the diverse aspects of your paper together.

INDEPENDENT STUDY – PHASE III

ORGANIZATION OF THE LITERATURE REVIEW

Suggested Length (Final copy should have sheets stapled together in the top left corner)
1 page

2.  Title page 

· Title must reflect topic and create interest.

· Follow format of sample given.

1 page

3.  Table of Contents

· List headings used in the body of the research paper, with correct page numbering

· Follow format of sample given

¾ - 1 page          4.  Introduction Page

· Opening sentence must introduce topic clearly

· Includes the major aims of the paper

· Includes thesis statement

· Includes background research with proper referencing

4  – 7 pages
5.  Literature Review

· Set-up with headings – organize information under these headings

· Presents different viewpoints under these headings.  Material must be relevant to the heading and topic.

· Objective handling of material – avoid biases

· Logical sequence of material which follows the introduction and leads to the conclusion

· Use of proper APA referencing technique

· Topic covered in-depth, material relevant to topic and aims

· An indication of an understanding of subject

· Do NOT include personal evaluations and opinions here

½ - ¾ page
6.  Summary

· Must have its own separate heading

· Restates specifically the main findings as outlined in the discussion in each heading

½  - 1 page 
7.  Conclusion

· Must have its own separate heading

· Requires much thought and contemplation

· Compare specific authors on specific points of information, specifying whether authors agreed or disagreed on the point and why

· Specifically suggest additional research which you feel is necessary for your topic and why

· Resolve thesis

· Suggest implications of your research on a personal and societal level

(1 page)
8.  Appendix (only if necessary)

· Include case studies, charts and tables, but only those to which you have referred specifically in the body of your topic

1 page

9.  References

· Correct APA form – see samples given

· Minimum of 6 reliable sources, 2 of which must be journals
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NOTE:  Appendix is optional.

SAMPLE

Topic Selection for Review of Literature Research Paper

· Your topic MUST relate to Challenge and Change in Society.

· No topics will be assigned, there is a topic list (but you can select your own!) – it’s your choice.

· There is no limit on the number of students writing on a particular topic, and I will do my best not to compare work, but you will have a better chance of a higher mark with originality.

· Not all information will be directly about social change in Canada– some of it may be very general, but you should try to provide some Canadian context.

· Choose a topic meaningful to you.  Think about what interests you and how it relates to the Canadian social context.  Remember, you will have to do a lot of reading and work on this topic so don’t bore yourself by choosing a boring topic!!!

· Have some general idea of interest and then see what research material you can find.  In some instances you will have to narrow your topic as it is either too broad, or there is too much information.  In other cases, you will have to broaden your area of study, as there is insufficient information to do a good job.
· If you find an excellent source of information it is a good idea to look in the Bibliography to check for other sources there.  Good Internet sites will cite their sources.
· You need to do SERIOUS research; the GPSS computer lab perios are intended to help you find diverse research. You cannot do an adequate job on this paper using books and Internet only (academic journals are highly recommended)!

· Your finished paper will be 1,700 to 2,500 words long, so make sure you have enough material.  Be warned… I am very good at recognizing “filler” because you don’t have enough information or haven’t done enough reading!
· Keep a CAREFUL record of all the information you access for bibliographical reasons – you need to cite ALL your sources, and I will check.
Possible ISU Topics for HSB4MI

Here is a list of questions (not thesis statements!!) that you may want to consider;

1. Is the political culture of Canada becoming Americanized? 

2. Should individual rights take precedence over collective rights? 

3. Should representation in parliament mirror Canada’s social diversity? 

4. Should Canada adopt proportional representation? 

5. Are humans inherently violent?

6. How are new communications technologies changing our personal relationships? 

7. Do sexually egalitarian societies exist? 

8. Is ethnic conflict inevitable?   

9. Is it natural for adopted children to want to find out about their birth parents?   

10. Do we need religion in order to have morality?  

11. Is abortion immoral? 

12. How are developments in reproductive technology changing our understanding of procreation?  Where should we draw the line?

13. Should same sex marriages be legally recognized?    

14. Is the decline of the traditional family a national crisis?  

15. Should drug use be decriminalized?  

16. Does population growth threaten humanity?   

17. Can Father’s “Mother”?  

18. Are welfare reforms ineffective because welfare mothers are irresponsible & lazy?   

19. Does spanking lead children to become more violent?   
20. Is treating homosexuality ethical and effective? 

21. Should prostitution be legalized? 
22. Does pornography cause sexual violence? 
23. Should we keep the monarchy? 

24. Is hunting wrong?  

25. At what age should people be held criminally responsible for their actions?  

26. Who should be responsible for the state of our environment?  

27. Can criminals be rehabilitated?

28. Are families being sacrificed for the increasing demands of the labour market?

29. Does the anonymity of the internet increase the intensity of bullying?

30. Is the media creating a false “culture of fear” in order to increase our economic consumption?

31. What circumstances in a society or persons life cause them to join cults?

32. How does the widening gap between rich and poor affect our society?

33. What challenges and barriers do immigrants face when arriving in Canada?

34. Is a two tiered health care system ethical?

You may also want to think about the following general topics;
Baby Boomers


Teenagers


Socialization

Recreational Drugs

Aboriginal Issues

Health Care Trends

Trends in the Workplace
Globalization


Reproductive Technologies

The Role of TV in our Values
Information Technology

Prejudice and Discrimination

